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given to a scientist he will dismember it and analyse it. If it is given
to a lady she will adorn her head. If it is handed over to a botanist
he would expatiate on the origin and growth of the plant. But if
it is put in the hands of a writer he will suffer anguish at the thought
of its being crushed. That is the peculiarity and particularity of the
writer.

When a writer witnesses an event, certain impressions take
shape in his mind. They gush forth in words and thus he creates
his work. The reader reaches those heights of ecstasy already
experienced by.thp writer. Hence, it is evident that a good work
of art can be created when the writer responds in his mind to the
real events of the world. Only such works will last for ever. They
are the books of all times. The rest are books of the hour.

it is maintained by some literary critics that literature ought to
reflect reality. Others of equal eminence differ violently with that view.
According to them only that work of art that delineates the impressions
and responses of a sensitive mind can be termed literature. Suppose
a corpse is on the road. A writing "road and road; corpse and corpse"
cannot be realistic poetry. On the other hand, the feelings that the
scene generates in the writer's rnind are of consequence . One may
feel pity for the poor man or one may get angry at the injustice done
to him. Thus, the mood of the writer is conveyed to the reader through
the medium of his art.

There is a lot of confusion about the place to be accorded
to message in literature, it is repeated ad nausetfm that the primary
purpose of literature is to convey a message, in fact there can be
no literature bereft of message. In some works it is apparent, and
in others it is latent. Good literature ought not to be didactic, it
is true that didactic art serves a purpose but, then, it is limited. It
is temporary; it has no permament value. Good literature pays
attention to, and respects human values. The reader responds,
imagines, ponders and shapes his life as he is influenced by it.

It is a misconception that a writer must observe an event before
he writes about it. The poet is gifted with imagination. He soars
in the sky of his imaginary world. Be it noted that his idealistic world,
after all, has some basis in reality. The culture of the society, his
psychology and his character constitute that base, The writer need
not select or take the events described in his work from real life.
Sometimes most of them spring from the flight of his fancy; there
is no antagonism between the idealistic.world of the writer and the
real world. It appears to be so because of the prevalence and